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The Spiritual Practice of Discernment
\ Let me ask you right at the start: Does God have a
ﬁ' plan? Does God have a plan, not only for the way the
world is to turn out in the long run, but for our

Wr churches, and for each of our lives as individuals?

Does God have in mind where we are supposed to be
a particular time and what we are supposed to do? And if God does have sl
a plan, is it something we can discern?

Rev. Martin Copenhaver, Senior Pastor at Wellesley Congregational
Church in Wellesley, MA, asked this question in a small group
gathering that | attended at our annual lllinois South Conference
gathering this fall. | had come to the conference with great excitement
about hearing Rev. Copenhaver speak on the spiritual practice of
discernment.

In a 2005 sermon to his congregation in Wellesley, Rev. Copenhaver
offered these insights which have been paraphrased:

What do we mean when we talk about spiritual discernment? Spiritua
discernment is calling on the Holy Spirit to lead or give direction on a matter

Someone once said it this way, 0Sy
what God is calling us to do. 6
Frederick Buechner has written, 0 A

your and my brief histories not as a puppeteer who sets the scene and
works the strings but rather as the great director who, no matter what,

(Continued on next page)



FROM THE PASTOR (CONTOD) é PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY

) ] ) John Anderson Aaron Lee
role fate casts us in, conveys to us somehow from the wings, if we have _ _
our eyes, ear s, hearts open and s Justin Bretthorst Jonathon Martin
can play those roles in a way to enrich and enable and hallow the Lazette & Danny Bretthorst David & Renee Miller
whole vast drama of things including our own small but crucial parts Tim Broeking Douglas Mohr
't _0 o _ _ _ _ Chris Dahmer Elizabeth Shaw
Much of the time, it is only in looking back at our lives, or portions of ) ]
our lives, that we can see how all the single steps we took make sense. Hiram Dahmer Zachary Smith
In that looking back we can see that each step was part of a larger Brian Finke Jeremy Steveson
journey. Those seemingly random twists and turns of our lives may Chris Forcum Joshua Steveson
have been something more after all, perhaps even the leading of God. .
At Zion, | have heard time and again about your wonderful history, Craig Forcum Greg Strong
your times of struggles as a congregation, and your belief that God has Michael Friesland Jonathan Travelstead
carried you through it all. Daryl Hancock

Over the course of my soon to be one year with you, as your pastor, |
have had many conversations about the future of Zion United Church

of Christ. Many topics, hopes and dreams have been discussed. One ADDRESS CHANGES

topic that comes up more than any other is our Sunday morning Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Abney Ms. Elsa Broeking
worship and religious education experiences. Questions about the 2483 S. Wolf Creek Rd. 873 Hogan Drive
styles of worship offered, the number of offerings, the impact on Carbondale, IL 629020525 Marion, IL 62959-8784
religious education, and the hopefulness that our worship life will be

Please note new address changes in your church directory. Church
directories are available on the table in the Bell Tower. Do not
Go hesitate to contact the church office if we are out.

attractive to others in our cC ommu
believe a committee or pastor can be responsible for answering
without taking time to discern

These are not that kind of questions that can be discussed at an annual

meeting and have everyone feel as if they have been heard. I'f you have a new address, pl-8&s e

) ] ) ) ) 5190 and share it with us. Thank you!
At our January meeting of the Worship Committee | will ask its leaders

to hold a number of discernment group meetings in an attempt to seek MILITARY UPDATE
Godds guidance and direction regar

education. Clearly put, the purpose of these meetings is to enter into a _ i
time of Godly conversation, spiritual discernment, scripture, prayer us to remember them in prayer, please contact the church office at
and discussion regarding Godés wil 618997-5190. Also contact us if they are discharged from the service

this obody of Christ.é or have a change of address. Thank you!

If you have a loved one (or friend) in the military and would like for

I look forward to your calls, your prayers and your willingness to join
this time of discernment.

Blessings,
Pastor John



added to our list.

PLEASE REMEMBER

Please call the church office if someone should be
Also, please let us know when
that name may be removed from the list.

Janet Alsip
*David Askew
Pam Boester
*Joe Davidson
Wilma Dudley
Alicia Dunning
Keith Frick
John Geittmann
*Tom Hartwell
*Nancy Huast
Jake Hertzog
Ann Isbell
David Kaeser
John David Kaeser
Richard Keeling
*Damien Kelly
Shelley Kelly

*Indicates a new request this month.

A WORD ABOUT THE PRAYER
Zion Church is changing the procedure for remembering our

friends and members who are in need of prayer. Our intent is to list

the names of those who havespecific needs. The names will remain
on the list as long as we know there is a need. In order to keep our
list current, please call our church secretary, Barbara, with your new
or ongoing prayer requests and, if possible, include the reason for
your request. Example: John Doed Heart Surgery 8 (include date).
Thank you for your cooperation.

N PRAYE "~

Pat Koepke
Carolyn Lee

*Carol Leeman
Jeanne Lokerse
Bill McTaggart
Robert Melton
*Laura Menckowski
*Rev. Ron Ruggles
Greg Simmons
James Simpson
*Kelly Smith
Stacey Smith
*Blake Swain
Eloise Turner
Velma Wolaver
Elizabeth York

LI STe.

The Visitation Committee

JUST A NOTE FROM THE MUSI C MI NI

Wow! What a month this has been!
November 29t with a special Hanging of the Greens Service. It was a

great morning!

Advent began on Sunday,

Damon Holst opened the service with a beautiful

rendition of Agnus Dei on the tenor saxophone. Great job, Damon! The
choir helped us to think about how different things might have been If
This Child Were Born Today. Would He still be a King?

On December 6h, the Bell Choir played an arrangement of the Little
Drummer Boy and we had our own drummer boy, Jared Baysinger, who is
Great job, Jared!
rowdy rendition of Good News of Great Joy and it was certainly filled
with joy! The youth also did a sneak preview of their musical and sang
the King of Rock and Roll . Joseph Baxter did his Elvis imitation which
was a real crowd pleaser. (And you ask, an Elvis imitation during
worship? Be sure to read the article on A King Came to Zion.)

On December 13, the Instrumental Ensemble consisting of Damon,
Shailer, Chris, Michelle and Gail opened the service with a salsa version of
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentleman What a cool arrangement of this familiar
Christmas carol! The choir sang a new anthem calledHere With Us with
Gail Jones singing a gorgeous solo and the choir singing in the
background. Great job, Gail! The kids shared another sneak preview of a
- the King of the Jungle. Great job,
kids! That evening the youth presented A King Is Coming to Town and in
spite of many conflicting schedules and ilinesses preventing all of the kids
from practicing at the same time, the program came together and was

a 5h grader at Washington School.

king that might be coming to town

greatly enjoyed
want to watch the DVD sometime!

by

al

n

The choir sang a

attendanc

December 20" was our annual Christmas cantata. This year about 40
voices presented Bethlehem Morning. This was one of the more difficult
cantatas that we have done, but everything came together beautifully and
all in attendance received a special blessing in song. Thank you to soloists
Michelle, Katie, Kyle, Tony, Karen, Jeremy, Allison, Gail, and Van. You all
did an excellent job! A special thank you to narrator Paula, to Doris, Barb
Lindquist and Kurt Dixon who worked behind the scenes and to all who

participated in The Nativity.

The Bell Choir played a beautiful arrangement of Silent Night for the
Christmas Eve service and the choir sang A Child of Hope with Van
Travelstead serving as soloist for the Sunday after Christmas. December
was a very musical month at Zion. We hope that everyone in attendance
found something special in our Ministry of Music that touched their

heart s. Happy

New Year

from all of
~Diane Lazorchak



THANK YOU TO ALLEé.

| need to offer several thank yous. First of all, thank you to
everyone who worked behind the scenes or participated in A King Is

Coming to Town. | was so pleased with how the program came

together! Thank you to assistant director, Gail Jones, who did a little
bit of everything and to our student director, Katie Baltzell, who
unselfishly gave of her time and talents to support the cast and crew.

Thank you to Candy and Michelle, our dance coaches, to Randy

Edmonds who drew most of the wonderful scenery and Miledda, Gail,
Janet and the Baxter family who assisted with painting. Thank you to

RECEIPTS FOR DECEMBEENERAL FUND

DATE TOTAL

12/06/09 $ 4,207.73
12/13/09 $ 5,051.74
12/20/09 $ 4,769.75
12/27/09 $ 7,153.92
TOTAL $21,183.14

technicians Janet, Kurt, Michelle, Shailer and Michael who assisted us

behind the scenes.

Thank you to Pastor John and Sara for their

boundless support and to the many teachers and confirmation leaders
who helped us to pull everything together. You were all great!

The next thank you that | need to extend is to all of the
participants and support staff for Bethlehem Morning. The singers
worked very hard and | appreciated their attendance at rehearsals
during such a busy season. Thank you to Doris who supported us as
accompanist and then assisted us behind the scenes during the
presentation. Thank you to sound and video technicians Kurt, Joseph,

Michael, and Shane. Thank you to our narrator, Paula Kobler, who
always does an amazing job of bringing the story to life. Thank you to
everyone who participated in the Nativity Scene. Dylan Abney made a

precious Baby Jesus. Thank you to her mother Tamara who played
Lindqui st who portr
Tamara (Young) Abney played the part of Baby Jesus when she was an

Mary and Thor

infant? Thank you to our shepherds Larry Broeking, Damon Holst and

Randy Jones and to our wisemen Pastor John, Roger King and Michael

Lazorchak. Thank you, too, to Lauren Broeking who played the part of
the Angel.

Finally 1 would like to thank the members of the choir for the
beautiful flowers and Christmas gift. It is truly a privilege to work
with such a special group! | appreciate all of you.

--- Diane Lazorchak

November 29th Receipts: $2,816.00

DECEMBER ATTENDANCE
Sunday WORSHIP
DATE School 8:00AM 9:00AM 10:30AM  TOTAL
12/06/09 37 24 18 89 131
12/13/09 40 26 39 155 220
12/20/09 5 26 14 179 219
12/27/09 N/A Unified Service 78 78
Average 21 19 18 125 162

Attendance for November 29t
8:00 anfi 28 9:00 anfi 32 10:30 ami 101 Total 161
Sunday Schooh 27
Community Thanksgiving Service fi 92
Christmas Eve Candle Light Servicefi 135

Next HERALD DEADLINE:

HERALD MONTH DUE DATE
February Herald Mon. 1/18/2010

PAPER COMM.
Tues. 1/26 4:00 pm

BULLETIN DEADLINE:

Bulletin articles are due each week by 3:00 pm on Wednesday prior
to the service on Sunday.



THANK YOU (CONTO®D)
Thanks to all of my church family for all the well wishes, thoughts,
gifts & prayers during my illness
better everyday. It means so much to have my church family care
about me and my family. Merry Christmas from our house to yours.

Carol Leeman

Thank you (Pastor John) so much for coming today!! God bless you for
your effort and faithfulness.
Tom & Judy Wallin

Following is a letter Pastor John received from Rev. Nancy Livingston,
Moderator of lllinois South Conference and Chair of the Conference
Council:

Dear John:

lllinois South Conference is pleased to have Jill Baker and Jan Collins,
both members of your congregation, as members of the ISC Conference
Council this year. Jan is the Region 1 Convener; Jill serves on the
Council by virtue of her representation on the national Office of
General Ministries Board.

I hope you and your congregation will celebrate their service in our
Conference. Our Conference is able to offer its various ministries
because people like Jill and Jan are generous with their time, their
energy, and their abilities. We appreciate your support for them as
they live out the connectedness and covenant that make us the United
Church of Christ.

God bless,

Rev. Nancy Livingston,

Moderator of Illinois South Conference
and Chair of the Conference Council

Rev. John & Sara Holst and Family
and the Staff at Zion UCC
wishes everyone a safe and Happy New Year

HIGHLIGHTS FROM DECEMBER COUNCIL MEETING

Members from the present and newly elected Church Council met at
the home of George and Elaine Jacobs for the December meeting.

The newly elected Council officers for the upcoming 2010 year are as
follows:

President: Flora Reilly

Vice President: Randy Edmonds
Secretary: Judy Kuhar
Treasurer: Bob Steveson

Asst. Treasurer:
Financial Secretary:
Asst. Financial Secretary:

Karen Cardey-Harris
DeAnna Herzog
Jackie Toler

The 2010 Trustees elected were Gracie Reilly and Brian Thomas.

Treasurer Bill Jack reported that Zion is having much success in their
fundraising efforts.

Pastor John will be doing home communions for the next two weeks
for the Christmas Season.

There will be a Council Retreat on January 30" from 8:30 until 2:00.
Pastor John will be getting more information to the Council members
at a later date.

LOGOS, along with other groups in the church, are purchasing a new
upright freezer as the old one went out a few weeks ago. Also, the
church will be getting a new small chest type freezer that will be used
for bags of ice only.

The Council has agreed to sponsor a Girls High School basketball
team. The cost is $200.00.

At the close of the meeting the Council enjoyed food and fellowship
provided by our host and hostess, George and Elaine Jacobs. Paula
Kobler and Sylvia Jacobs assisted Elaine in serving.

Submitted by Rhonda Soldner


http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=new+year

NEWLY ELECTED 2010 COUNCIL MEMBERS AND ANNUAL REPOR&&éremember to have your Committee
TRUSTEES information for the Annual Report in to the church office no later than

The following people were elected to the 2010 Council and 2010 Sunday, January 10, 2010. Thank you.

Trustees: THANK Y OMeewould like to thank our friends at Zion for your
cards and prayers throughout mine
better and hope to go back to work in January. Kelly still has a long

2010 Council 2010 Trustees way to go. While he is home now, he continues to have health issues
1. Karen Cardey-Harris 1. Gracie Reilly other than his back. | know with your continuance of prayer we will
2. Pam Carter 2. Brian Thomas make it through, although some days are tougher than others. Once
3. Drucilla Dralle again, thank you for keeping us 'in your though.ts. Thank you to Pastor
4 Rev. Louis Fluck John for the phone calls and visits to the hospital. That has meant a lot

' ' to Kelly.
S. JUdY_ Kuhar God Bless You All,
6. Jackie Toler Kelly & Stacey Smith
We would I|Iike to thank Arlene Her

General Fund Fundraiser. Her donation is in memory of her husband,
George M. Hertlein, her father and mother, Arthur & Claire Fries and
her brother-in-law, Walter Stahlhut. Thank you, Arlene!

Dear Zion Church Family,

My stroke took place on September 6", and since that time
through all these days and the therapy in the hospitals and now
ongoing home therapy, | have truly missed being with you,
worshiping with all of you, choir practices, praising God through
music, and oh, so many special events.

We have established a bond of love through the years that has
been so very helpful to me. Thank you so very much for ALL of your
cards, personal messages, and of course all of the MANY prayers you
offer for me and for our family. We certainly feel them and appreciate
y your faithfulness. Thank You!!

And, Pastor John, | am so thankful for your phone calls, visits, and
for all of your encouragement. | have gained strength through your
help as well.

There are SO many blessings which we each receive each day, and
sometimes we take them for granted. Walking is just one of those
blessings, and | look forward to the day that | can do that again and
also rejoin Zion's faithful congregation and family.

EVANGELISM THOUGHT

Unwrapping Good Things at Zion

The gifts have been unwrappe
out , and the cantatas®6 been
holiday preparation itds e a
season. What is your reason for coming to Zion; is it good
friends, family traditions, good music, or fellowship? The

coming New Year gives us all an opportunity to unwrap

something new to share with others around Zion. Like

singing in the choir, running for council, volunteering for a

committee, bringing someone new, teaching Sunday school, or
mowing the lawn. The New Year holds great things at Zion;

unwrap a little of your own.

With Love and Appreciation,
Jeanne Lokerse and Family

Submitted by Chuck and Kelly Williamson

(Continued on next page)




MARTHA CI R THere @ill be no Martha Circle in January. Our
meetings will resume in March.

DEBORAH CI| RiehotaRCircle will meet on Thursday, January
14h at 7:00 pm at the church. We will be completing the Deborah
Circle Book for 2010. Rhonda Soldner will be giving the devotion for
the evening.

FUNDRAISING EFFORTS CONTINUE.... The temperature is steadily
rising on our fundraising thermometer! We have now raised

$19,789.740oward our goal of $25,000.
If you would like to make a special donation to our special fund

drive, please be sure to use a separate envelope and mark itfoiZi on &

General Fund Drive. (Envelopes are available on the table in the Bell
Tower room for your convenience.) If the checks or envelopes are not
marked, we will have to assume that it is your regular contribution
and it will not be included in the total posted on the thermometer.
Thank you for your continued support of the life and work of Zion
Church!

PLEASE RETURN YOURf B&e®dthSMorning and A
King Is Coming to Town . Pl ease | eave them
next to the office or in one of the front pews. Thank you.

DVDGds AOGHNG IS COMING TO TOWN AND BETHLEHEM
MORNING . &V D3 sA King Is Coming to Town and Bethlehem
Morning are available. There are signrup sheets on the table in the Bell
Tower to place your orders for a copy. A $5 donation to the Audio

Visual ministry would be appreciated. Should you have any

guestions, please contact Janet Martin or Diane Lazorchak.

REGI ON 1 ME BEOUrlnékRegion 1 Meeting will be held at St.

Paul, 205 E. Jackson, Pinckneyville, IL at 2:00 pm. Everyone is invited

to attend.

WI TH SI NCERE SY We&wouldliKetto express our sincere
sympathy to Norma Wheeler in the loss of her sister, Donna Zemit.
Donna passed away on Saturday, December 5, 2009.

SPECI AL P RHTh¥ EiRtEPresbyterian Church of Carbondale,

Janice West, Pastor, had their stained glass windows broken by

vandals last month. Please remember this congregation in your
prayers.

(Continued on next page)

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE

Resolution

You are my Son, the Beloved, with vou I am well pleased. Luke 15:22

January 1s the month of new beginnings and resolutions: going on that
diet or starting a new exercise program. This is a month of possibility
and promise but, sadly, the coming of February often signals a
weakening of resolve and good intentions not quite realized.

On the second Sunday of January in the church year, we remember
Jesus® Baptism by John. In many congregations, this becomes the
opportunity for a liturgical remembrance of our own baptisms,
perhaps even a renewal of baptism ceremony in worship that Sunday.
For each of us, no matter how old we were when we came to the Font,
that moment when the birthing and cleansing water touched us meant
a new beginning and new promises, either ones we made or those
made on our behalf. Those vows probably included words like those
in the current UCC Baptismal order: a promise “to grow in the
Christian faith and to be a faithful member of the church of Jesus
Christ, celebrating Christ’s presence and furthering Christ’s mission
in all the world.”

As we move through the days and years following that first trip to the
waters of life, sometimes our resolve to live into those promises
fades. It’s good to remember these vows at the start of this New Year
and consider anew how we are called into faithful membership. and
how our talents and resources might be used by God to celebrate
Christ’s presence and further Christ’s mission in all the world in
2010!

Rochelle A. Stackhouse is the Senior Minister aof The Church of the Redeemer,
United Church of Christ, New Haven Connecticur.

January 2010 God 1s still speaking,

LT
Fi

UNITED CHURCH . -
OF CHRIST ot

32
R

This resource 1s a free service and i3 made possible by vour gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission.

Submitted by Jan Collins



Marion Ministerial Alliance
Receives $600 2
From the Community
Thanksgiving Service

Christians gathered to lift their voices and prayers of thanksgiving at
Marionds Zion United Church of Ch
and singers from throughout Marion joined to lead the service and participat
in the Community Choir.

Ryan Patrick, Creative Director for River Radio, delivered the message o
the aftermath of the May 8 storm that devastated Southern lllinois. Readin
from Hebrews he illustrated how neighbors helped neighbors and strange
helped strangers. The radio was the link that helped people find what the
needed, they were the messenger |wt
workers for all in need.

Father Thomas Flach, St. Joseph Catholic Church, delivered the Homily
asking, fAre we focused on what |[we

J.R. Thomas, Executive Director for the Marion Ministerial Alliance, gave
a brief history of the organization that began in 1983, on a mission to spree
Godobds | ove, gui dance, and bl essinc
financial assistance, and Bible Study. A total of 43 local churches participat
in this endeavor.

Other participants were: Rev. Victor Long and Rev. Deb Pollex, |First
Methodist Church; Rev. Marlin Otte, Lutheran Church; Rev. Bill Rucker,
Disciples of Christ; Rev. Michael Doan, V.A. Medical Center Chaplain; Rev.
Dan Whitfield, Presbyterian Church; Rev. Richard Switzer, Community of
Christ; and host pastor Rev. John Holst, Zion United Church of Christ.

AThis might seem |i ke old new:¢
old and needs to be continued all year long. Keep this spirit of
Thanksgiving as a reminder. o

({))]
I

American
Red Cross
1-800-GIVE-LIFE | bloodisneeded.org

ZION UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Blood Drive
SPONSORED BY: THE
MISSION COMMITTEE

SUNDAY
JANUARY 31, 2010
9:00 AM — 1:00 PM

930 W CHERRY
MARION, IL

Call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE (448-3543) to
schedule an appointment.

©2009 The American National Red Craoss




Bl RTHDAY AND ANNI VERSARYOndLaga$hSMe N G
have the birthday/anniversary calendar up in the Bell Tower. The
purpose of this calendar was originally set up so you could share your
birthday/anniversary with us through a contribution of $1 or more for
each year of life you have been given or each year you have been
married. You can place your contribution in the specially -provided
envelopes, with completed information, and then place it in the
offering plate. Your contribution will then be directed to the Long
Range Planning Undesignated Fund in your name. Your birthday/
anniversary will also be recognized on Newsline, in the Sunday
Bulletin, in the Zion Herald, and with a birthday/anniversary card
sent to you. We, at Zion, enjoy making your birthday or anniversary a
special one. Please sign the calendaat least a month in advance so
we are not late in recognizing your birthday/anniversary.

C:""""\ BELATED ANNIVERSARY B&ES
W,~..w"' would like to wish Larry & Judy Kuhar a very
special belated Anniversary Blessing. Larry &
Judy celebrated their 49" Anniversary on Friday,
W December 4", Happy belated Anniversary, Larry
& Judy!

ANNI VERSARY BLEW®WS woblldSike. to wish Mike &

Michelle Baxter a very special Anniversary Blessing. Mike & Michelle
will be celebrating their 19th Anniversary on Tuesday, January 5th.
Happy Anniversary, Mike & Michelle!

Bl RTHDAY BLESWd MWGH élike to wish

Dylan Baxter a very special Birthday Blessing. Dylan will

be celebrating his 12 birthday on Sunday, January 10,
Happy Birthday, Dylan!

@

nOZ—unununmrw

Sothdo

MISSION MOMENTS

CHRI STMAS GI YhanK @é to all for your response to
our Christmas season mission projects. Gifts were delivered to
Malachi at Hoyleton and Taylor at Kindercottage in time for
placing under the Christmas tree. A Christmas party was held at
Homer -Butler High Rise, with 18 residents attending and 35 gift
bags of personal care items given out. Thank you for sharing the
joy of Christmas.

LI GHTHOUSE S HHhaikEdéuéo. all who have helped
cook, serve, and donate food for meals at the Lighthouse Shelter
each month last year. In 2010, Zion is again committed to
providing a noon -time meal to residents of the Lighthouse
Shelter on the second Sunday of each month. Additional help is
needed to continue this ministry to the Lighthouse Shelter. Each
month we need a head cook (to plan a menu, set up a donation
sign-up list, and oversee food preparation), one or two assistant
cooks (sous chefs), and about four people to serve the meal. If
you are able to help in one of these capacities on one Sunday in
2010, please talk to Rhonda Soldner or Janet Martin.

SERVE ON THE MI SSI ON I€GMMihglyduE E é
heart with a burning desire to serve Him through ministry with
others? Then come join Louis Fluck, DeAnna Herzog, Janet
Mar ti n, Rhonda Soldner, Jerry
pastor on Zionds Mission Commi:t
welcome to help in planning mission opportunities. The Mission
Committee meets at the church at 6:30 on the third Tuesday of
each month.

UPCOMING MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

Next American Red Cross Blood Drive:
Sunday, January 31, 2010, 9:00 a.m1:00 p.m.

Souper Bowl of Caring:
Sunday, February 7, 2010 at all 3 Worship Services

Lighthouse Shelter Collection and Noon Meal Served:
Sunday, February 14, 2010, 12:00 noon.



